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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, JANUARY 6, 1973 



1. As I have said in our previous conversations, it seems to me 
that it is absolutely essential for the survival of South Viet-Nam 
that American support should continue. Unfortunately, there is 
no other country that can replace the U. S. and it is not possible 
for South Viet-Nam to fight on alone for any length of time. The 
same holds true, of course, for North Viet-Nam which is absolutely 
dependent on Soviet and Chinese aid. 

2. I recognize that you foresee difficulties in a political contest 
with the NLF should North Vietnamese forces remain in the South 
and that you consider these difficulties more political in nature 
than military. Certainly the GVN has an overwhelming prepon- 
derance of military forces in being. But you also have a great 
preponderance in the number of nationalists compared to the com- 
munists within South Viet-Nam. Moreover during the period since 
October you have made great progress in educating the people to 
the problems of a political confrontation with the other side. 

Because of your own speeches, the work of the Information Ministry, 
of the Political Warfare Department, and the student cadres, there 
is far greater awareness throughout the country of the issues which 
a political contest will involve. Reports received from our CORDS 
personnel indicate that this educational program has been most 
effective. 


3. The recent decree law on political parties should serve to bring 
about more effective political organization in the country. It is our 
estimate that the Democracy Party and perhaps one or two more 
parties will result from this consolidation. If elections are eventually 
agreed upon, it is probable that they cannot be held within six months 
of a ceasefire and this should permit ample time for the nationalists 
to be well organized before elections take place. ? 


4. Under the draft agreement, the principle of unanimity applies 2 
to all actions of the N CRC and thus it is within your power to insist ^ 
on adequate preparation and organization of elections and to post- \ 
pone them until conditions satisfactory for holding them are 
established. 
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5* The GVN enjoys practically total support of the urban popula- 
tion. In the rural areas the effects of the LTT program and the 
high level of farm prices have combined to create prosperity and 
a way of life among the rural population far more attractive than 
is offered by a communist collective system of farming. Govern- 
ment armed forces, the civil servants and their families are 
another large group which solidly supports the government. 



6. Under the draft agreement, the entire government apparatus 
including the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary, province and 
district chiefs, and village and hamlet administrations remain in 
power until the elections. This fact plus the veto power which 
will enable the GVN to influence the timing of elections should pro- 
vide ample guarantees to enable the nationalist side to organize 
adequately. 

7. Finally, it is clear that you and the government today have 
wider support than at any time since your election as President 
in 1967. 

8. All of these factors, together with the strong support of the 
U. S. , should enable your government to meet any challenge of 
the communists. 

9. As President Nixon stated to Mr. Due on November 29 * he would 
take the following steps if the GVN joins the U. S. in a positive 
fashion: 



1) He will make a statement at the time of signing that 
the U. S. recognizes the GVN as the only legal govern- 
ment of South Viet-Nam; 


2) The U. S. does not recognize the right of any foreign 
troops to be present on GVN territory; 

i 

3) The U. S. will react strongly in the event of violation; 

4) The President is prepared to meet with President Thieu 
personally within two weeks after the agreement is signed; 




